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Becoming a Designer
Whether you are a graphic designer, illustrator or architect
your most important tool is your portfolio. If you have recently
graduated your portfolio should be up to date however if
you are returning to this after a lengthy break it may need
updating.
Whether you are attending an interview, bidding for work or
showing a potential client work you have undertaken, you
need a portfolio. Portfolios are visual marketing tools for your
business and can convey an idea far more powerfully than
any words. A new client can clearly see the standard of
work and make a judgement as to whether you meet their
needs. The portfolio can assume many forms from traditional
folders to digital media and you may find different methods
are suitable for different circumstances and are therefore
beneficial to have a variety at hand. Before the Internet, an
artist’s portfolio was just an oversized folder of their best work.
Today the sky is the limit you can now create a portfolio
website, digital space with a potential world wide audience.
This is the best and most cost effective way of showing your
work. Admittedly certain works do not replicate well on
websites however it is the best way for future clients to find
you and see if they like your style before hiring you.
Keep your portfolio up to date with new work and list
achievements. You can also create a mailing list on your site
so that people can keep track of your latest work and you
can keep yourself at the front of their minds.

http://carbonmade.com/
http://deviantart.com
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Showing your Portfolio
Remember showing your portfolio is almost like an interview
it’s not just showing your work it’s also demonstrating how you
work and it gives the potential client or interviewer an insight
as to how you work and how you would be to work with,
on your own or as part of a team. With this in mind it may
be useful to link key words or phrases to different projects
i.e. this was a short timescale project, this project involved
community consultation, I worked as part of a team on this
project etc…

Opportunities for Designers
Axis
http://www.axisweb.org

Creative Remedies
www.creative-remedies.org.uk

Artists Newsletter
www.a-n.co.uk
Specialist publications related to your chosen area
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Graphic Designers
Graphic Designers create visual solutions to communicate
ideas. By using a range of media the designer creates
what they believe to be the most effective way of getting
a message across to the target market. This can be in
print, electronic and film media, photography, animation or
illustration applying various print and layout techniques.
This can be used in the production design of magazines,
newspapers, journals, corporate reports, and other
publications or it can be a direct response to a client brief for
an advertising campaign or corporate branding. Another
avenue to explore as a graphic designer may be packaging,
and marketing brochures for products and services, design
distinctive logos for products and businesses, and
develop signs and signage systems, web design or
television credits.

www.creativereview.co.uk
http://psd.tutsplus.com/
http://designarchives.aiga.org/

Fashion Designers
Fashion designers create men’s, women’s and children’s
clothing, shoes, and accessories. The fashion world can be
a difficult industry to enter due to tough competition and
limited opportunities. Many retailers purchase goods from
abroad where production costs are low making this a difficult
market to enter.
When deciding whether to work as a self-employed fashion
designer or for an established company, it’s beneficial to
contemplate the pros and cons of each. It is beneficial to
get experience from an established brand or business this
will give you an overview of how the business operates and
will also provide you with contacts.
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Other fashion design careers:
• Designer sketches new designs.
• Trend researchers gather data which helps the designer.
• Pattern makers make patterns.
• Cutters cut out patterns this can be done
by hand or machine.
• Pattern graders adjust patterns to different sizes.
• Assistant designers assist the main designer.
• Design directors or head designers manage and
support the team.
• Set and exhibition designers create sets for fashion,
runway, or trade shows.
• Technicians produce samples.
• Speciality designers sew and design items requiring
special production techniques.
• Costume Designers work within the theatre and
television industry.

Illustrators
As an Illustrator there are many markets to tap into and can
work with graphic designers for example create images
for books, magazines, and other publications and for
commercial products. Items such as stationary, greeting
cards, calendars, album covers and wall papers etc… all of
these things require design.

www.creativereview.co.uk
http://vector.tutsplus.com/
http://www.illustrationclass.com/
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Photographers
Photography is used to capture moments in time; an image
can paint a picture, tell a story, or record an event. In order
to become a photographer technical expertise is essential.
There are many avenues to explore as a photographer and
once you have got your equipment and decided upon your
area of work you can start up.
Regular jobs can be difficult to find so it may be you
attend local events to raise your profile.

http://www.flickr.com/

Interior Designers
Interior design is used to enhance the function, safety, and
aesthetics of interior spaces. By the clever use of colour,
pattern and layout a space is transformed. This can be
applied to all interior spaces from airports to hospitals, homes
to restaurants. Interior designers may be called upon to
make spaces more appealing to a certain type of client or
increase productivity or simply create a calming atmosphere.
It may be you choose to specialise in a certain area such as
kitchen design, bathroom design or green design in order to
find your niche market.
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Architects
Architecture graduates will face stiff competition for jobs in
the most prestigious firms therefore self employment is often
an option for new graduates. Opportunities are strongly tied
to the activity of the construction industry.

Related Occupations:
• Commercial and industrial designers
• Construction managers
• Landscape architects
• Civil engineers
• Urban and regional planners
• Interior designers
• Graphic designers
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This document can be provided in:
Braille, on audio cassette tape/disk, large print and in the
following languages on request to Cannock Chase Council
on 01543 462621.
Bengali, Gujarati, Chinese, Urdu, Punjabi and Polish
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